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Approximate date of commencement of the proposed sale to the public:  From time to time after the effective date
of this Registration Statement.

If the only securities being registered on this Form are being offered pursuant to dividend or interest reinvestment
plans, please check the following box:  o

If any of the securities being registered on this Form are to be offered on a delayed or continuous basis pursuant to
Rule 415 under the Securities Act of 1933, other than securities offered only in connection with dividend or interest
reinvestment plans, check the following box:  þ

If this Form is filed to register additional securities for an offering pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Securities Act,
please check the following box and list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective
registration statement for the same offering.  o

If this Form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(c) under the Securities Act, check the following
box and list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same
offering.  o

If this Form is a registration statement pursuant to General Instruction I.D. or a post-effective amendment thereto that
shall become effective upon filing with the Commission pursuant to Rule 462(e) under the Securities Act, check the
following box.  þ

If this Form is a post-effective amendment to a registration statement filed pursuant to General Instruction I.D. filed to
register additional securities or additional classes of securities pursuant to Rule 413(b) under the Securities Act, check
the following box.  o

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a large accelerated filer, an accelerated filer, a non-accelerated filer,
or a smaller reporting company. See the definitions of �large accelerated filer,� �accelerated filer� and �smaller reporting
company� in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act. (Check one):

Large accelerated filer o Accelerated filer þ Non-accelerated filer o Smaller reporting company o
(Do not check if a smaller reporting company)

CALCULATION OF REGISTRATION FEE

Amount to be
Registered/Proposed Maximum Offering Amount of

Title of Each Class of Price Per Unit/Proposed Maximum Aggregate Registration
Securities to be Registered(1) Offering Price Fee

Common Stock, par value $0.001 per share
Preferred Stock, par value $0.001 per share
Total: (1)(2) $0(1)(2)

(1) This Registration Statement covers an indeterminate amount of securities of each identified class of securities.

(2)
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Pursuant to Rule 415(a)(6) under the Securities Act, this Registration Statement includes a total of $601,285,769
of unsold securities that had been previously registered on the Registrant�s Registration Statement on Form S-3
(Registration No. 333-140433), which was initially filed on February 2, 2007. In connection with the registration
of such unsold securities, the Registrant paid a registration fee of $64,337.58 that will continue to be applied to
such unsold securities. In accordance with Rules 456(b) and 457(r) under the Securities Act, except with respect
to the unsold securities that had been previously registered, the Registrant is deferring payment of all the
registration fee.
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Medical Properties Trust, Inc.

Common Stock
Preferred Stock

This prospectus relates to common stock and preferred stock that we may sell from time to time in one or more
offerings on terms to be determined at the time of sale. We will provide specific terms of these securities in
supplements to this prospectus. You should read this prospectus and any supplement carefully before you invest. This
prospectus may not be used to offer and sell securities unless accompanied by a prospectus supplement for those
securities.

These securities may be sold directly by us, through dealers or agents designated from time to time, to or through
underwriters or through a combination of these methods. See �Plan of Distribution� in this prospectus. We may also
describe the plan of distribution for any particular offering of these securities in any applicable prospectus supplement.
If any agents, underwriters or dealers are involved in the sale of any securities in respect of which this prospectus is
being delivered, we will disclose their names and the nature of our arrangements with them in a prospectus
supplement. The net proceeds we expect to receive from any such sale will also be included in a prospectus
supplement.

Our common stock is listed on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol �MPW.�

Investing in our securities involves various risks. See �Risk Factors� on page 5 for more information relating to
the risks associated with an investment in our securities.

Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or
disapproved of these securities or determined if this prospectus is truthful or complete. Any representation to
the contrary is a criminal offense.

The date of this prospectus is February 12, 2010.
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ABOUT THIS PROSPECTUS

This prospectus is part of a registration statement that we filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission, or the
SEC, using a �shelf� registration process. Under this shelf process, we are registering an unspecified amount of any
combination of the securities described in this prospectus and may sell such securities, at any time and from time to
time, in one or more offerings. This prospectus provides you with a general description of the securities we may offer.
Each time we sell securities, we will provide a prospectus supplement that will contain specific information about the
securities being offered and the terms of that offering. The prospectus supplement may also add to, update or change
information contained in this prospectus. You should read both this prospectus and any prospectus supplement
together with the additional information described under the heading �Where You Can Find More Information�
carefully before making an investment decision. We have incorporated exhibits into the registration statement. You
should read the exhibits carefully for provisions that may be important to you.

You should rely only on the information incorporated by reference or provided in this prospectus or any prospectus
supplement. We have not authorized anyone to provide you with different or additional information. We are not
making an offer of these securities in any state where the offer is not permitted. You should not assume that the
information in this prospectus or in the documents incorporated by reference is accurate as of any date other than the
date on the front of this prospectus or the date of the applicable documents.

All references to �MPW,� �Company,� �we,� �our� and �us� refer to Medical Properties Trust, Inc. and its subsidiaries. The term
�you� refers to a prospective investor.
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A WARNING ABOUT FORWARD LOOKING STATEMENTS

We make forward-looking statements in this prospectus that are subject to risks and uncertainties. These
forward-looking statements include information about possible or assumed future results of our business, financial
condition, liquidity, results of operations, plans and objectives. Statements regarding the following subjects, among
others, are forward-looking by their nature:

� our business strategy;

� our projected operating results;

� our ability to acquire or develop net-leased facilities;

� availability of suitable facilities to acquire or develop;

� our ability to enter into, and the terms of, our prospective leases and loans;

� our ability to raise additional funds through offerings of our debt and equity securities;

� our ability to obtain future financing arrangements;

� estimates relating to, and our ability to pay, future distributions;

� our ability to compete in the marketplace;

� market trends;

� lease rates and interest rates;

� projected capital expenditures; and

� the impact of technology on our facilities, operations and business.

The forward-looking statements are based on our beliefs, assumptions and expectations of our future performance,
taking into account all information currently available to us. These beliefs, assumptions and expectations can change
as a result of many possible events or factors, not all of which are known to us. If a change occurs, our business,
financial condition, liquidity and results of operations may vary materially from those expressed in our
forward-looking statements. You should carefully consider these risks before you make an investment decision with
respect to our common stock, along with, among others, the following factors that could cause actual results to vary
from our forward-looking statements:

� factors referenced herein under the section captioned �Risk Factors�;

� factors referenced in our most recent Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2009,
including those set forth under the sections captioned �Risk Factors,� �Management�s Discussion and Analysis of
Financial Condition and Results of Operations,� and �Our Business�;
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� national and local economic, business, real estate and other market conditions;

� the competitive environment in which we operate;

� the execution of our business plan;

� financing risks;

� acquisition and development risks;

� potential environmental, contingencies, other liabilities;

� other factors affecting the real estate industry generally or the healthcare real estate industry in particular;

� our ability to maintain our status as a REIT for federal and state income tax purposes;

� our ability to attract and retain qualified personnel;
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� federal and state healthcare regulatory requirements; and

� the impact of the recent credit crisis and global economic slowdown, which has had and may continue to have
a negative effect on the following, among other things:

� the financial condition of our tenants, our lenders, counterparties to our capped call transactions and
institutions that hold our cash balances, which may expose us to increased risks of default by these parties;

� our ability to obtain debt financing on attractive terms or at all, which may adversely impact our ability to
pursue acquisition and development opportunities and refinance existing debt and our future interest
expense; and

� the value of our real estate assets, which may limit our ability to dispose of assets at attractive prices or
obtain or maintain debt financing secured by our properties or on an unsecured basis.

When we use the words �believe,� �expect,� �may,� �potential,� �anticipate,� �estimate,� �plan,� �will,� �could,� �intend� or similar
expressions, we are identifying forward-looking statements. You should not place undue reliance on these
forward-looking statements. We are not obligated to publicly update or revise any forward-looking statements,
whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise.

ABOUT MEDICAL PROPERTIES TRUST

Overview

We are a self-advised real estate investment trust (�REIT�) that acquires, develops, leases and makes other investments
in healthcare facilities providing state-of-the-art healthcare services. We lease our facilities to healthcare operators
pursuant to long-term net leases, which require the tenant to bear most of the costs associated with the property. In
addition, we make long-term, interest-only mortgage loans to healthcare operators, and from time to time, we also
make working capital and acquisition loans to our tenants.

We were formed as a Maryland corporation on August 27, 2003 to succeed to the business of Medical Properties
Trust, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company, which was formed in December 2002. We have operated as a REIT
since April 6, 2004, and accordingly, elected REIT status upon the filing in September 2005 for our calendar year
2004 Federal income tax return. To qualify as a REIT, we make a number of organizational and operational
requirements, including a requirement to distribute at least 90% of our taxable income to our stockholders. As a REIT,
we are not subject to corporate federal income tax with respect to income distributed to our stockholders. See Note 5
of Item 7 in Part II of the Annual Report on Form 10-K for information on income taxes.

We conduct substantially all of our business through our subsidiaries, MPT Operating Partnership, L.P., our operating
partnership, and MPT Development Services, Inc., our taxable REIT subsidiary.

Our primary business strategy is to acquire and develop real estate and improvements, primarily for long-term lease to
providers of healthcare services such as operators of general acute care hospitals, inpatient physical rehabilitation
hospitals, long-term acute care hospitals, surgery centers, centers for treatment of specific conditions such as cardiac,
pulmonary, cancer, and neurological hospitals, and other healthcare oriented facilities. We also make long-term,
interest only mortgage loans to healthcare operators, and from time to time, we also make operating, working capital
and acquisition loans to our tenants.
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At December 31, 2009, our portfolio consisted of 51 properties: 45 facilities (of the 48 facilities that we own) are
leased to 14 tenants, three are presently not under lease, and the remaining three assets are in the form of first
mortgage loans to two operators. Our owned facilities consisted of 21 general acute care hospitals, 13 long-term acute
care hospitals, 6 inpatient rehabilitation hospitals, 2 medical office buildings, and 6 wellness centers. The non-owned
facilities on which we have made mortgage loans consist of general acute care facilities.
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Our investment in healthcare real estate, including mortgage loans and other loans to certain of our tenants, is
considered a single reportable segment. All of our investments are located in the United States.

Our principal executive offices are located at 1000 Urban Center Drive, Suite 501, Birmingham, Alabama 35242. Our
telephone number is (205) 969-3755. Our Internet address is www.medicalpropertiestrust.com. The information found
on, or otherwise accessible through, our website is not incorporated into, and does not form a part of, this prospectus
or any other report or document we file with or furnish to the SEC. We have included our web address as an inactive
textual reference only.

RISK FACTORS

Investment in any securities offered pursuant to this prospectus involves risks. You should carefully consider the risk
factors incorporated by reference to our most recent Annual Report on Form 10-K and the other information contained
in this prospectus, as updated by our subsequent filings under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, and
the risk factors and other information contained in the applicable prospectus supplement before acquiring any of such
securities.

WHERE YOU CAN FIND MORE INFORMATION

We file annual, quarterly, and current reports, proxy statements and other information with the SEC. You may read
and copy the registration statement and any other documents filed by us at the SEC�s Public Reference Room at
100 F Street, N.E., Washington, D.C. 20549. Please call the SEC at 1-800-SEC-0330 for further information on the
Public Reference Room. Our SEC filings are also available to the public at the SEC�s website at http://www.sec.gov.
Our reference to the SEC�s website is intended to be an inactive textual reference only. In addition, you may read our
SEC filings at the offices of the New York Stock Exchange (the �NYSE�), which is located at 20 Broad Street, New
York, New York 10005. Our SEC filings are available at the NYSE because our common stock is traded on the NYSE
under the symbol of �MPW.�

We maintain an Internet website that contains information about us at http://www.medicalpropertiestrust.com. The
information on our website is not a part of this prospectus, and the reference to our website is intended to be an
inactive textual reference only.

This prospectus is part of our registration statement and does not contain all of the information in the registration
statement. We have omitted parts of the registration statement in accordance with the rules and regulations of the
SEC. For more details concerning the Company and any securities offered by this prospectus, you may examine the
registration statement on Form S-3 and the exhibits filed with it at the locations listed in the previous paragraphs.

INCORPORATION OF CERTAIN INFORMATION BY REFERENCE

The SEC allows us to �incorporate by reference� into this prospectus the information we file with the SEC, which means
that we can disclose important information to you by referring you to those documents. Information incorporated by
reference is part of this prospectus. Later information filed with the SEC will automatically update and supersede this
information.

We incorporate by reference the documents listed below and any future filings we make with the SEC under
Sections 13(a), 13(c), 14 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 until this offering is completed:

� our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2009; and
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� the description of our common stock included in the Form 8-A filed on July 5, 2005 and any amendment or
report filed with the SEC for the purpose of updating such description.

We will provide, upon oral or written request, to each person, including any beneficial owner, to whom a prospectus is
delivered, a copy of any or all of the information that has been incorporated by reference in the
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prospectus but not delivered with this prospectus. Any person, including any beneficial owner may request a copy of
these filings, including exhibits at no cost, by contacting:

Investor Relations, Medical Properties Trust
1000 Urban Center Drive, Suite 501

Birmingham, Alabama 35242
by telephone at (205) 969-3755
by facsimile at (205) 969-3756

by e-mail at clambert@medicalpropertiestrust.com

or by visiting our website, http://www.medicalpropertiestrust.com. The information contained on our website is not
part of this prospectus and the reference to our website is intended to be an inactive textual reference only.

USE OF PROCEEDS

Unless otherwise described in the applicable prospectus supplement to this prospectus used to offer specific securities,
we intend to use the net proceeds from the sale of securities under this prospectus for general corporate purposes,
which may include acquisitions of additional properties as suitable opportunities arise, the repayment of outstanding
indebtedness, capital expenditures, the expansion, redevelopment and/or improvement of properties in our portfolio,
working capital and other general purposes. Pending application of cash proceeds, we may use the net proceeds to
temporarily reduce borrowings under our revolving credit facility or we will invest the net proceeds in interest-bearing
accounts and short-term, interest-bearing securities which are consistent with our intention to qualify as a REIT for
federal income tax purposes. Further details regarding the use of the net proceeds of a specific series or class of the
securities will be set forth in the applicable prospectus supplement.

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO FIXED CHARGES AND RATIO OF EARNINGS TO COMBINED
FIXED CHARGES AND PREFERRED DISTRIBUTIONS

The following table sets forth our historical ratio of earnings to fixed charges and ratio of earnings to combined fixed
charges and preferred dividends for the periods indicated below.

Year Ended Year Ended Year Ended Year Ended Year Ended
December 31, December 31, December 31, December 31, December 31,

2009 2008 2007 2006 2005

Ratio of Earnings to Fixed Charges 2.05x 1.59x 1.82x 2.03x 1.92x
Ratio of Earnings to Combined Fixed
Charges and Preferred Stock
Dividends 2.05x 1.59x 1.82x 2.03x 1.92x

Our ratio of earnings to fixed charges is computed by dividing earnings by fixed charges. Our ratio of earnings to
combined fixed charges and preferred dividends is computed by dividing earnings by combined fixed charges and
preferred dividends. For these purposes, �earnings� is the amount resulting from adding together income (loss) from
continuing operations, fixed charges, and amortization of capitalized interest and subtracting interest capitalized.
�Fixed charges� is the amount resulting from adding together interest expensed and capitalized; amortized premiums,
discounts and capitalized expenses related to indebtedness; and the interest expense portion of rent. �Combined fixed
charges and preferred dividends� is the amount resulting from adding together fixed changes and preferred dividends
paid and accrued for each respective period.

Edgar Filing: MEDICAL PROPERTIES TRUST INC - Form S-3ASR

Table of Contents 14



6

Edgar Filing: MEDICAL PROPERTIES TRUST INC - Form S-3ASR

Table of Contents 15



Table of Contents

DESCRIPTION OF CAPITAL STOCK

The following summary of the material provisions of our capital stock is subject to and qualified in its entirety by
reference to the Maryland General Corporation Law, or MGCL, and our charter and bylaws. Copies of our charter
and bylaws are on file with the SEC. We recommend that you review these documents. See �Where You Can Find More
Information.�

Authorized Stock

Our charter authorizes us to issue up to 150,000,000 shares of common stock, par value $0.001 per share, and
10,000,000 shares of preferred stock, par value $0.001 per share. As of the date of this prospectus, we have
80,414,982 shares of common stock issued and outstanding and no shares of preferred stock issued and outstanding.
Our charter authorizes our board of directors to increase the aggregate number of authorized shares or the number of
shares of any class or series without stockholder approval.

Common Stock

We may issue common stock from time to time. Our board of directors must approve the amount of stock we sell and
the price for which it is sold. All shares of our common stock, when issued, will be duly authorized, fully paid and
nonassessable. This means that the full price for our outstanding common stock will have been paid at the time of
issuance and that any holder of our common stock will not later be required to pay us any additional money for the
common stock.

Subject to the preferential rights of any other class or series of stock and to the provisions of our charter regarding the
restrictions on transfer of stock, holders of shares of our common stock are entitled to receive dividends on such stock
when, as and if authorized by our board of directors out of funds legally available therefore and declared by us and to
share ratably in the assets of our company legally available for distribution to our stockholders in the event of our
liquidation, dissolution or winding up after payment of or adequate provision for all known debts and liabilities of our
company, including the preferential rights on dissolution of any class or classes of preferred stock.

Subject to the provisions of our charter regarding the restrictions on transfer of stock, each outstanding share of our
common stock entitles the holder to one vote on all matters submitted to a vote of stockholders, including the election
of directors and, except as provided with respect to any other class or series of stock, the holders of such shares will
possess the exclusive voting power. There is no cumulative voting in the election of our board of directors. Our
directors are elected by a plurality of the votes cast at a meeting of stockholders at which a quorum is present.

Holders of shares of our common stock have no preference, conversion, exchange, sinking fund, redemption or
appraisal rights and have no preemptive rights to subscribe for any securities of our company. Subject to the
provisions of our charter regarding the restrictions on transfer of stock, shares of our common stock will have equal
dividend, liquidation and other rights.

Under MGCL a Maryland corporation generally cannot dissolve, amend its charter, merge, consolidate, sell all or
substantially all of its assets, engage in a share exchange or engage in similar transactions outside of the ordinary
course of business unless approved by the corporation�s board of directors and by the affirmative vote of stockholders
holding at least two-thirds of the shares entitled to vote on the matter unless a lesser percentage (but not less than a
majority of all of the votes entitled to be cast on the matter) is set forth in the corporation�s charter. Our charter does
not provide for a lesser percentage for these matters. However, Maryland law permits a corporation to transfer all or
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substantially all of its assets without the approval of the stockholders of the corporation to one or more persons if all
of the equity interests of the person or persons are owned, directly or indirectly, by the corporation. Because operating
assets may be held by a corporation�s subsidiaries, as in our situation, this may mean that a subsidiary of a corporation
can transfer all of its assets without a vote of the corporation�s stockholders.

Our charter authorizes our board of directors to reclassify any unissued shares of our common stock into other classes
or series of classes of stock and to establish the number of shares in each class or series and to
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set the preferences, conversion and other rights, voting powers, restrictions, limitations as to dividends or other
distributions, qualifications or terms or conditions of redemption for each such class or series.

Preferred Stock

Our charter authorizes our board of directors to classify any unissued shares of preferred stock and to reclassify any
previously classified but unissued shares of any series. The preferred stock, when issued, will be fully paid and
non-assessable and will have no preemptive rights. Prior to issuance of shares of each series, our board of directors is
required by the MGCL and our charter to set the terms, preferences, conversion or other rights, voting powers,
restrictions, limitations as to dividends or other distributions, qualifications and terms and conditions of redemption
for each such series. Thus, our board of directors could authorize the issuance of shares of preferred stock with terms
and conditions which could have the effect of delaying, deferring or preventing a change of control transaction that
might involve a premium price for holders of our common stock or which holders might believe to otherwise be in
their best interest. As of the date hereof, no shares of preferred stock are outstanding, and we have no current plans to
issue any preferred stock.

Power to Increase Authorized Stock and Issue Additional Shares of Our Common Stock and Preferred Stock

We believe that the power of our board of directors, without stockholder approval, to increase the number of
authorized shares of stock, issue additional authorized but unissued shares of our common stock or preferred stock and
to classify or reclassify unissued shares of our common stock or preferred stock and thereafter to cause us to issue
such classified or reclassified shares of stock will provide us with flexibility in structuring possible future financings
and acquisitions and in meeting other needs which might arise. The additional classes or series, as well as the common
stock, will be available for issuance without further action by our stockholders, unless stockholder consent is required
by applicable law or the rules of any national securities exchange or automated quotation system on which our
securities may be listed or traded.

Restrictions on Ownership and Transfer

In order for us to qualify as a REIT under the Code, not more than 50% of the value of the outstanding shares of our
stock may be owned, actually or constructively, by five or fewer individuals (as defined in the Code to include certain
entities) during the last half of a taxable year (other than the first year for which an election to be a REIT has been
made by us). In addition, if we, or one or more owners (actually or constructively) of 10% or more of our stock,
actually or constructively owns 10% or more of a tenant of ours (or a tenant of any partnership in which we are a
partner), the rent received by us (either directly or through any such partnership) from such tenant will not be
qualifying income for purposes of the REIT gross income tests of the Code. Our stock must also be beneficially
owned by 100 or more persons during at least 335 days of a taxable year of 12 months or during a proportionate part
of a shorter taxable year (other than the first year for which an election to be a REIT has been made by us).

Our charter contains restrictions on the ownership and transfer of our capital stock that are intended to assist us in
complying with these requirements and continuing to qualify as a REIT. The relevant sections of our charter provide
that, effective upon completion of our initial public offering and subject to the exceptions described below, no person
or persons acting as a group may own, or be deemed to own by virtue of the attribution provisions of the Code, more
than (1) 9.8% of the number or value, whichever is more restrictive, of the outstanding shares of our common stock or
(2) 9.8% of the number or value, whichever is more restrictive, of the issued and outstanding preferred or other shares
of any class or series of our stock. We refer to this restriction as the �ownership limit.� The ownership limit in our
charter is more restrictive than the restrictions on ownership of our common stock imposed by the Code.
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The ownership attribution rules under the Code are complex and may cause stock owned actually or constructively by
a group of related individuals or entities to be owned constructively by one individual or entity. As a result, the
acquisition of less than 9.8% of our common stock (or the acquisition of an interest in an entity that owns, actually or
constructively, our common stock) by an individual or entity could nevertheless
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cause that individual or entity, or another individual or entity, to own constructively in excess of 9.8% of our
outstanding common stock and thereby subject the common stock to the ownership limit.

Our board of directors may, in its sole discretion, waive the ownership limit with respect to one or more stockholders
if it determines that such ownership will not jeopardize our status as a REIT (for example, by causing any tenant of
ours to be considered a �related party tenant� for purposes of the REIT qualification rules).

As a condition of our waiver, our board of directors may require an opinion of counsel or IRS ruling satisfactory to
our board of directors and representations or undertakings from the applicant with respect to preserving our REIT
status.

In connection with the waiver of the ownership limit or at any other time, our board of directors may decrease the
ownership limit for all other persons and entities; provided, however, that the decreased ownership limit will not be
effective for any person or entity whose percentage ownership in our capital stock is in excess of such decreased
ownership limit until such time as such person or entity�s percentage of our capital stock equals or falls below the
decreased ownership limit, but any further acquisition of our capital stock in excess of such percentage ownership of
our capital stock will be in violation of the ownership limit. Additionally, the new ownership limit may not allow five
or fewer �individuals� (as defined for purposes of the REIT ownership restrictions under the Code) to beneficially own
more than 49.5% of the value of our outstanding capital stock.

Our charter generally prohibits:

� any person from actually or constructively owning shares of our capital stock that would result in us being
�closely held� under Section 856(h) of the Code; and

� any person from transferring shares of our capital stock if such transfer would result in shares of our stock
being beneficially owned by fewer than 100 persons (determined without reference to any rules of attribution).

Any person who acquires or attempts or intends to acquire beneficial or constructive ownership of shares of our
common stock that will or may violate any of the foregoing restrictions on transferability and ownership will be
required to give notice immediately to us and provide us with such other information as we may request in order to
determine the effect of such transfer on our status as a REIT. The foregoing provisions on transferability and
ownership will not apply if our board of directors determines that it is no longer in our best interests to attempt to
qualify, or to continue to qualify, as a REIT.

Pursuant to our charter, if any purported transfer of our capital stock or any other event would otherwise result in any
person violating the ownership limit or the other restrictions in our charter, then any such purported transfer will be
void and of no force or effect with respect to the purported transferee or owner, or the purported owner, as to that
number of shares in excess of the ownership limit (rounded up to the nearest whole share). The number of shares in
excess of the ownership limit will be automatically transferred to, and held by, a trust for the exclusive benefit of one
or more charitable organizations selected by us. The trustee of the trust will be designated by us and must be
unaffiliated with us and with any purported owner. The automatic transfer will be effective as of the close of business
on the business day prior to the date of the violative transfer or other event that results in a transfer to the trust. Any
dividend or other distribution paid to the purported owner, prior to our discovery that the shares had been
automatically transferred to a trust as described above, must be repaid to the trustee upon demand for distribution to
the beneficiary of the trust and all dividends and other distributions paid by us with respect to such �excess� shares prior
to the sale by the trustee of such shares shall be paid to the trustee for the beneficiary. If the transfer to the trust as
described above is not automatically effective, for any reason, to prevent violation of the applicable ownership limit,
then our charter provides that the transfer of the excess shares will be void. Subject to Maryland law, effective as of
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the date that such excess shares have been transferred to the trust, the trustee shall have the authority (at the trustee�s
sole discretion and subject to applicable law) (1) to rescind as void any vote cast by a purported owner prior to our
discovery that such shares have been transferred to the trust and (2) to recast such vote in accordance with the desires
of the trustee acting for the benefit of the beneficiary of the trust, provided that if
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we have already taken irreversible action, then the trustee shall not have the authority to rescind and recast such vote.

Shares of our capital stock transferred to the trustee are deemed offered for sale to us, or our designee, at a price per
share equal to the lesser of (1) the price paid by the purported owner for the shares (or, if the event which resulted in
the transfer to the trust did not involve a purchase of such shares of our capital stock at market price, the market price
on the day of the event which resulted in the transfer of such shares of our capital stock to the trust) and (2) the market
price on the date we, or our designee, accepts such offer. We have the right to accept such offer until the trustee has
sold the shares of our capital stock held in the trust pursuant to the provisions discussed below. Upon a sale to us, the
interest of the charitable beneficiary in the shares sold terminates and the trustee must distribute the net proceeds of
the sale to the purported owner and any dividends or other distributions held by the trustee with respect to such capital
stock will be paid to the charitable beneficiary.

If we do not buy the shares, the trustee must, within 20 days of receiving notice from us of the transfer of shares to the
trust, sell the shares to a person or entity designated by the trustee who could own the shares without violating the
ownership limit. After that, the trustee must distribute to the purported owner an amount equal to the lesser of (1) the
net price paid by the purported owner for the shares (or, if the event which resulted in the transfer to the trust did not
involve a purchase of such shares at market price, the market price on the day of the event which resulted in the
transfer of such shares of our capital stock to the trust) and (2) the net sales proceeds received by the trust for the
shares. Any proceeds in excess of the amount distributable to the purported owner will be distributed to the
beneficiary.

All persons who own, directly or by virtue of the attribution provisions of the Code, more than 5% (or such other
percentage as provided in the regulations promulgated under the Code) of the lesser of the number or value of the
shares of our outstanding capital stock must give written notice to us within 30 days after the end of each calendar
year. In addition, each stockholder will, upon demand, be required to disclose to us in writing such information with
respect to the direct, indirect and constructive ownership of shares of our stock as our board of directors deems
reasonably necessary to comply with the provisions of the Code applicable to a REIT, to comply with the
requirements of any taxing authority or governmental agency or to determine any such compliance.

All certificates representing shares of our capital stock will bear a legend referring to the restrictions described above.

These ownership limits could delay, defer or prevent a transaction or a change of control of our company that might
involve a premium price over the then prevailing market price for the holders of some, or a majority, of our
outstanding shares of common stock or which such holders might believe to be otherwise in their best interest.

Transfer Agent and Registrar

The transfer agent and registrar for our common stock is American Stock Transfer and Trust Company, LLC.
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MATERIAL PROVISIONS OF MARYLAND LAW AND OF OUR CHARTER AND BYLAWS

The following summary of certain provisions of Maryland General Corporation Law and of our charter and bylaws
does not purport to be complete and is subject to and qualified in its entirety by reference to Maryland General
Corporation Law and our charter and bylaws. See �Where You Can Find More Information.�

Our Board of Directors

Our charter and bylaws provide that the number of our directors is to be established by our board of directors but may
not be fewer than one nor, under the MGCL, more than 15. Currently, our board is comprised of eight directors. Any
vacancy, other than one resulting from an increase in the number of directors, may be filled, at any regular meeting or
at any special meeting called for that purpose, by a majority of the remaining directors, though less than a quorum.
Any vacancy resulting from an increase in the number of our directors must be filled by a majority of the entire board
of directors. A director elected to fill a vacancy shall be elected to serve until the next election of directors and until
his successor shall be elected and qualified.

Pursuant to our charter, each member of our board of directors is elected until the next annual meeting of stockholders
and until his successor is elected, with the current members� terms expiring at the annual meeting of stockholders to be
held in 2010. Holders of shares of our common stock have no right to cumulative voting in the election of directors.
Consequently, at each annual meeting of stockholders, all of the members of our board of directors will stand for
election and our directors will be elected by a plurality of votes cast. Directors may be removed with or without cause
by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the votes entitled to be cast in the election of directors.

Business Combinations

Maryland law prohibits �business combinations� between a Maryland corporation and an interested stockholder or an
affiliate of an interested stockholder for five years after the most recent date on which the interested stockholder
becomes an interested stockholder. These business combinations include a merger, consolidation, share exchange, or,
in circumstances specified in the statute, certain transfers of assets, certain stock issuances and reclassifications.
Maryland law defines an interested stockholder as:

� any person who beneficially owns 10% or more of the voting power of the corporation�s voting stock; or

� an affiliate or associate of the corporation who, at any time within the two-year period prior to the date in
question, was the beneficial owner of 10% or more of the voting power of the then-outstanding voting stock of
the corporation.

A person is not an interested stockholder if the board of directors approves in advance the transaction by which the
person otherwise would have become an interested stockholder. However, in approving the transaction, the board of
directors may provide that its approval is subject to compliance, at or after the time of approval, with any terms and
conditions determined by the board of directors.

After the five year prohibition, any business combination between a corporation and an interested stockholder
generally must be recommended by the board of directors and approved by the affirmative vote of at least:

� 80% of the votes entitled to be cast by holders of the then outstanding shares of voting stock; and

Edgar Filing: MEDICAL PROPERTIES TRUST INC - Form S-3ASR

Table of Contents 23
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stockholder with whom or with whose affiliate the business combination is to be effected or shares held by an
affiliate or associate of the interested stockholder.
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These super-majority vote requirements do not apply if stockholders receive a minimum price, as defined under
Maryland law, for their shares in the form of cash or other consideration in the same form as previously paid by the
interested stockholder for its shares.

The statute permits various exemptions from its provisions, including business combinations that are approved by the
board of directors before the time that the interested stockholder becomes an interested stockholder.

As permitted by Maryland law, our charter includes a provision excluding our company from these provisions of the
MGCL and, consequently, the five-year prohibition and the super-majority vote requirements will not apply to
business combinations between us and any interested stockholder of ours unless we later amend our charter, with
stockholder approval, to modify or eliminate this exclusion provision. We believe that our ownership restrictions will
substantially reduce the risk that a stockholder would become an �interested stockholder� within the meaning of the
Maryland business combination statute. There can be no assurance, however, that we will not opt into the business
combination provisions of the MGCL at a future date.

Control Share Acquisitions

The MGCL provides that �control shares� of a Maryland corporation acquired in a �control share acquisition� have no
voting rights except to the extent approved at a special meeting by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the votes
entitled to be cast on the matter. Shares owned by the acquiror or by officers or directors who are our employees are
excluded from shares entitled to vote on the matter. �Control shares� are voting shares which, if aggregated with all
other shares previously acquired by the acquirer or in respect of which the acquirer is able to exercise or direct the
exercise of voting power except solely by virtue of a revocable proxy, would entitle the acquirer to exercise voting
power in electing directors within one of the following ranges of voting power: (i) one-tenth or more but less than
one-third, (ii) one-third or more but less than a majority, or (iii) a majority or more of all voting power. Control shares
do not include shares the acquiring person is then entitled to vote as a result of having previously obtained stockholder
approval. A �control share acquisition� means the acquisition of control shares, subject to certain exceptions.

A person who has made or proposes to make a control share acquisition, upon satisfaction of certain conditions,
including an undertaking to pay expenses, may compel a corporation�s board of directors to call a special meeting of
stockholders to be held within 50 days of demand to consider the voting rights of the shares. If no request for a
meeting is made, the corporation may itself present the question at any stockholders meeting.

If voting rights are not approved at the meeting or if the acquiring person does not deliver an acquiring person
statement as required by Maryland law, then, subject to certain conditions and limitations, the corporation may redeem
any or all of the control shares, except those for which voting rights have previously been approved, for fair value
determined, without regard to the absence of voting rights for the control shares, as of the date of the last control share
acquisition by the acquirer or of any meeting of stockholders at which the voting rights of such shares are considered
and not approved. If voting rights for control shares are approved at a stockholders meeting and the acquirer becomes
entitled to vote a majority of the shares entitled to vote, then all other stockholders are entitled to demand and receive
fair value for their stock, or provided for in the �dissenters� rights provisions of the MGCL may exercise appraisal
rights. The fair value of the shares as determined for purposes of such appraisal rights may not be less than the highest
price per share paid by the acquirer in the control share acquisition.

The control share acquisition statute does not apply (i) to shares acquired in a merger, consolidation or share exchange
if the corporation is a party to the transaction or (ii) to acquisitions approved or exempted by the charter or bylaws of
the corporation.
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Our charter contains a provision exempting from the control share acquisition statute any and all acquisitions by any
person of our stock. There can be no assurance that we will not opt into the control share acquisition provisions of the
MGCL in the future.
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Maryland Unsolicited Takeover Act

Maryland law also permits Maryland corporations that are subject to the Exchange Act and have at least three outside
directors to elect, by resolution of the board of directors or by provision in its charter or bylaws and notwithstanding
any contrary provision in the charter or bylaws, to be subject to any or all of the following corporate governance
provisions:

� the board of directors may classify itself without the vote of stockholders. A board of directors classified in that
manner cannot be altered by amendment to the charter of the corporation;

� a special meeting of the stockholders will be called only at the request of stockholders entitled to cast at least a
majority of the votes entitled to be cast at the meeting;

� the board of directors may reserve for itself the right to fix the number of directors and to fill vacancies created
by the death, removal or resignation of a director;

� a director may be removed only by the vote of the holders of two-thirds of the stock entitled to vote; and

Edgar Filing: MEDICAL PROPERTIES TRUST INC - Form S-3ASR

Table of Contents 27


