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Approximate date of commencement of proposed sale to the public: From time to time after this Registration
Statement becomes effective.
If the only securities being registered on this Form are being offered pursuant to dividend or interest reinvestment
plans, please check the following box. ¨
If any of the securities being registered on this Form are to be offered on a delayed or continuous basis pursuant to
Rule 415 under the Securities Act of 1933, other than securities offered only in connection with dividend or interest
reinvestment plans, check the following box. x
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If this Form is filed to register additional securities for an offering pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Securities Act,
please check the following box and list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective
registration statement for the same offering. ¨
If this Form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(c) under the Securities Act, check the following
box and list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same
offering. ¨
If this Form is a registration statement pursuant to General Instruction I.D. or a post-effective amendment thereto that
shall become effective upon filing with the Commission pursuant to Rule 462(e) under the Securities Act, check the
following box. x
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If this Form is a post-effective amendment to a registration statement filed pursuant to General Instruction I.D. filed to
register additional securities or additional classes of securities pursuant to Rule 413(b) under the Securities Act, check
the following box.
Indicate by check mark whether the Registrant is a large accelerated filer, an accelerated filer, a non-accelerated filer,
or a smaller reporting company. See the definitions of “large accelerated filer,” “accelerated filer” and “smaller reporting
company” in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act. (Check one):
Large accelerated filer     x                            Accelerated filer    ¨        
Non-accelerated filer    ¨                            Smaller reporting company ¨    

CALCULATION OF REGISTRATION FEE

Title of Each Class of Securities to be Registered Amount to be
Registered(1)

Proposed
Maximum
Offering Price
Per
Unit(1)

Proposed
Maximum
Aggregate
Offering
Price(1)

Amount of
Registration
Fee(1)

Debt Securities
First Mortgage Bonds
Common Stock, no par value
Preferred Stock, no par value
Warrants
Purchase Contracts
Units
Total

(1)
An indeterminate amount of securities to be offered at indeterminate prices is being registered pursuant to this
Registration Statement. The Registrant is deferring payment of the registration fee pursuant to Rule 456(b) and is
omitting this information in reliance on Rule 456(b) and Rule 457(r).
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PROSPECTUS
EL PASO ELECTRIC COMPANY
Debt Securities
First Mortgage Bonds
Common Stock (no par value)
Preferred Stock (no par value)
Warrants
Purchase Contracts
Units
We or selling security holders may offer and sell debt securities, first mortgage bonds, shares of our common stock
and preferred stock, warrants, purchase contracts, and units from time to time in one or more offerings. This
prospectus describes the general terms of these securities and the general manner in which we or selling security
holders will offer them. We will provide the specific terms of these securities in supplements to this prospectus. The
prospectus supplements will also describe the specific manner in which these securities will be offered and may also
supplement, update or amend information contained in this document. You should read this prospectus and the
applicable prospectus supplement before you invest.
We or selling security holders may offer these securities in amounts, at prices and on terms determined at the time of
offering. The securities may be sold directly to you, through agents we or the selling security holders select, or
through underwriters and dealers we or the selling security holders select. If agents, underwriters or dealers are used to
sell these securities, we will name them and describe their compensation in a prospectus supplement.
Our common stock is listed on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol “EE.” We have not yet determined
whether the other securities that may be offered by this prospectus will be listed on any exchange, inter-dealer
quotation system or over-the-counter market. If we decide to seek the listing of any such securities upon issuance, the
prospectus supplement relating to those securities will disclose the exchange, quotation system or market on which the
securities will be listed.
Investing in our securities involves risk. See Risk Factors beginning on page 24 of our annual report on Form 10-K for
the year ended December 31, 2010, which is incorporated by reference herein.
_____________________

Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or disapproved of
these securities or determined if this prospectus is truthful or complete. Any representation to the contrary is a
criminal offense.

The date of this prospectus is December 5, 2011
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We have not authorized anyone to provide any information other than that contained or incorporated by reference in
this prospectus, any prospectus supplement or any free writing prospectus prepared by or on behalf of us or to which
we have referred you. We take no responsibility for, and can provide no assurance as to the reliability of, any other
information that others may give you. We are not making an offer of these securities in any state where the offer is not
permitted. You should not assume that the information contained in or incorporated by reference in this prospectus or
any prospectus supplement or in any such free writing prospectus is accurate as of any date other than their respective
dates. All references in this prospectus to “El Paso,” “the Company,” “we,” “us,” “the Registrant,” “our,” or similar words are to El
Paso Electric Company and, except as expressly stated or the context otherwise requires, not to its subsidiary.
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EL PASO ELECTRIC COMPANY
El Paso Electric Company is a public utility engaged in the generation, transmission and distribution of electricity in
an area of approximately 10,000 square miles in west Texas and southern New Mexico. The Company also serves a
full requirements wholesale customer in Texas. The Company owns or has significant ownership interests in six
electrical generating facilities providing it with a net dependable generating capability of approximately
1,791 megawatt. For the year ended December 31, 2010, the Company's energy sources consisted of approximately
45% nuclear fuel, 27% natural gas, 6% coal, 22% purchased power and less than 1% generated by wind turbines.
The Company serves approximately 380,000 residential, commercial, industrial, public authority and wholesale
customers. The Company distributes electricity to retail customers principally in El Paso, Texas and Las Cruces,
New Mexico (representing approximately 64% and 11%, respectively, of the Company's retail revenues for the year
ended December 31, 2010). In addition, the Company's wholesale sales include sales for resale to other electric
utilities and power marketers. Principal industrial, public authority and other large retail customers of the Company
include United States military installations, including Fort Bliss in Texas and White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman Air Force Base in New Mexico, oil refining facilities, two large universities, steel production facilities and
copper refining facilities.
The Company's principal offices are located at the Stanton Tower, 100 North Stanton, El Paso, Texas 79901
(telephone 915-543-5711). The Company was incorporated in Texas in 1901. We maintain a website at
www.epelectric.com where general information about us is available. We are not incorporating the contents of the
website in this prospectus.
About This Prospectus
This prospectus is part of a registration statement that we filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission (the
“SEC”) utilizing a “shelf” registration process. Under this shelf process, we or selling security holders may sell any
combination of the securities described in this prospectus in one or more offerings. This prospectus provides you with
a general description of the securities that we or selling security holders may offer. Each time we sell securities, we
will provide a prospectus supplement that will contain specific information about the terms of that offering. The
prospectus supplement may also add, update or change information contained in this prospectus. You should read both
this prospectus and any prospectus supplement together with any related free writing prospectuses and the additional
information described under the heading “Where You Can Find More Information.”
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WHERE YOU CAN FIND MORE INFORMATION
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